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Qatar’s first ever obstacle 
race, Ersar, will debut at as-
pire Park Zone on March 25 
from 7.00am until 10.00am, 
Khalid saadoun al Kuwari, 
CEO-Diverse (Co-Organiser 
with aspire Zone Founda-
tion), has announced.

addressing a press confer-
ence on Monday, Kuwari said 
over 250 participants are set 
to compete at the event where 
competitors must overcome 
14 custom-built obstacles 
including: Comando Crawl, 
tyres split steps, 6 feet and 
8 feet wall jumps, wall & in-
verted wall climbing, balance 
beam, sand bang carrying, 
vertical cargo net and monkey 
bar.

Khalid saadoun al Kuwari, 
Nasser abdulla al Hajri and 
Qatari high jumper Mutaz 

Barshim, event ambassador, 
attended the press conference.

Kuwari said: “It is the first 
time in Doha and hopefully it 
won’t be the last. after taking 
part in similar races in other 
countries, we decided to bring 
the Esrar race to Qatar be-
cause it has never been hosted 
here before. We approached 
aspire Zone Foundation and 
we’re very thankful for their 
decision to agree to support 
this idea.”

“We expect 200-250 peo-
ple for the competition. It’s 
our long time plan and hope-
fully we want to take it into 
the next years. We have prize 
money of $6000 for the top 
three winners for both male 
and female,” he added.

“the main criteria for 
participation is good health. 
registration is ongoing at Li-
feinaspire.qa and the race has 
charitable causes as 20 per-

cent of the proceeds will go to 
Qatar Charity,” Kuwari said.

He noted that there would 
be giveaways like t-shirts and 
medals for each participant  
finishing the obstacle race.

“the race is designed to 
challenge and motivate Qa-
tar’s athletes and active in-
dividuals to go beyond their 
comfort zone. Each obstacle 
will have different difficulty 
levels and comprise primary 
and secondary challenges to 
cater for those who don’t feel 
ready to attempt the highest 
difficulty,” he said.

abdullah al Khater, Events 
Manager at aZF, said: “Lead-
ing athletes from the region 
have already expressed inter-
est and signed up to partici-
pate, including spartan race 
Elite athlete and Middle East’s 
champion in obstacle course 
races, Yousef alshatti. We’re 
happy to collaborate with ‘Di-

versity’ for this thrilling event 
and we look forward to the 
competition.”

the race’s ambassador, 
Olympic silver-medalist, Mu-
taz Barshim, said: “I’m very 
thrilled to serve as the ambas-
sador for the race so I can mo-
tivate young people, whether 
athletes and non-athletes, to 
participate and be part of this 
fun sporting activity. 

“races such as this are a 
great way to encourage com-
munity members to inte-
grate sports into their daily 
routines, because exercise is 
a lifestyle. as the name sug-
gests, competitors need to be 
fully determined to overcome 
these challenges if they want 
to win the race. the facilities 
at aspire Zone are great and 
it’s exciting to see the event 
take place here,” he said.

the competition is open to 
male and females above 18.

Qatar’s first obstacle race, Ersar, to 
debut on March 25 at Aspire Zone
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tHE International table ten-
nis Federation (IttF) is set to 
become the first global sports 
body to be present in all coun-
tries in the world when the 
four new applicants are for-
mally accepted during the 
aGM of the federation in May, 
IttF Deputy President Khalil 
ahmed al Mohannadi has said.

Mohannadi, who is also the 
president of Qatar table ten-
nis association (Qtta), said 
that the membership of the 
global body, which currently 
stood at 222 member asso-
ciations, will increase to 226 
when Bahamas, Cape Verde, 
Eritrea and Guinea-Bissau are 
finally ratified to join at the 
congress to be held in Dussel-
dorf, Germany, on May 31.

IttF was founded in 1926 

by the nine founding members 
- austria, Czechoslovakia, Den-
mark, England, Germany, Hun-
gary, India, sweden and Wales.

“table tennis is really a glo-
bal sport and I’m happy that 
we are the first to accomplish 
this all important milestone. 
the impact of the sport is glo-
bal and more people are taking 
it up daily,” said Mohannadi, 
who is also the president of 
the arab table tennis Union 
as well as a presidential can-
didate for the IttF election 
which will be held during the 
meet in Germany.

the applications of the four 
countries were endorsed dur-
ing the IttF Executive Com-
mittee meeting in Dubai on 
March 11 and 12.

ahead of the final ratifica-
tion of the application, Weikert 
is scheduled to visit Guinea-
Bissau, the last applicant, in 

april for talks and inspection. 
the event was attended by 

IttF President thomas Weik-
ert, IttF Deputy President Kha-
lil ahmed al Mohannadi, IttF 
Vice-President shi Zhihao and 
IttF CEO Judit Farago while 
UaE table tennis and Badmin-
ton association Dawood al Hajri 
delivered a welcome note to the 
visiting delegation.

IttF currently leads other 
federations in terms of mem-
ber associations.  Interna-
tional Volleyball Federation 
(FIVB) is the closest with 221 
members (as of 2015). FIFa 
has 211, same as International 
tennis Federation (ItF). In-
ternational swimming Fed-
eration (FINa) has 207 while 
IaaF has 215. 213 countries 
belong to International Bas-
ketball Federation (FIBa). In-
ternational Hockey Federation 
(IHF) has 125 members while 

International Federation of 
Gymnastics has 114 affiliates 
among others.

On his plans for the fed-
eration if he wins the election, 

Mohannadi said, “there is a 
need for IttF to leverage more 
on its popularity and wide ac-
ceptance all over the world.”

“I’m bringing on board 
over 30 years experience as 
a sport administrator with a 
greater part of these being at 
the topmost level of table ten-
nis. I believe my experience 
will go a long way in moving 
our sport forward and for the 
benefit of the players,” the 

Qtta president added.
He added that he was 

proud of what Qtta has 
achieved under his leadership 
making it one of the leading 
organisers of  world table ten-
nis events.

the Qtta has hosted the 
Liebherr 2004 World team 
Championships as well as the 
annual IttF World tour Qatar 
Open consistently since 1994 
with almost $4 million distrib-
uted in prize money.

Other achievements in-
clude hosting the IttF World 
Junior Circuit Qatar Open 
tournaments, the 2011 Peace 
and sport which set an ex-
ample to the world, the 2012 
Olympic Games World Quali-
fication tournament and most 
recently, the IttF star award 
and seamaster Qatar 2016 
IttF World tour Grand Fi-
nals.

QTTA’s Mohannadi says member associations will increase to 226 after four new countries apply to join

QTTA President Khalil Ahmed al Mohannadi (fourth left, front row) with other members of the ITTF Executive Committee during their meeting in Dubai on Sunday.
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Qatar’s Zhu Chen claimed 

the gold medal in the Classic 
Chess Event at the 2017 GCC 
Women’s Games being held in 
Doha until March 17. 

amna al Naoman of Unit-
ed arab Emirates finished sec-
ond ahead of her compatriot 
Norah saleh who settled in 
third place. 

Meanwhile, the Qatari bas-
ketball team recorded a 58-56 
hard-fought victory over Bah-
rain on sunday. 

Qatar leads the standings 
of the Games with 52 medals 
including 16 golds, 19 silver 
and 17 bronze. 

the Bowling Competi-
tions began on sunday at 
Qatar International Bowling 
Center. Bahrain's Norah sulan 
and Oman's shakila al Esairi 
took the gold medal while the 
bronze medal went to Oman’s 
aysha al shaybani. 

the Qatari squad includes 
Lalwa abdullah, al Danah al 
sulaiti and Haya abdullah. 
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tHE Jordan Football associa-
tion on sunday inaugurated 
its first women's stadium in 
the capital amman that is to 
feature in next year's Women's 
asian Cup.

Jordan will become the 
first Middle East nation to host 
a top asian women's football 
tournament when the cup is 
staged in april 2018.

the arab kingdom has 
around 1,000 registered wom-
en footballers, and it hosted the 
FIFa U-17 World Cup last year.

the new stadium dedicated 
to women has the capacity for 
1,000 spectators. two wom-
en's teams held an exhibition 
game at the venue on saturday, 
with several players wearing 
hijabs in the event marking 
International Women's Day. 
"Women's football is progress-

ing, especially after the efforts 
of Prince ali" the president of 
the Jordan Football Federa-
tion, said Manar Freige, former 
player and U-19 coach. When 
he was FIFa vice president, the 
prince championed the cause 
of allowing Muslim women to 
play football in hijabs.

Manar said hosting the U-17 

World Cup gave Jordan a "solid 
foundation" and saw hundreds 
of girls start to play football.

the new women's stadium 
"will contribute to raising the 
standards of the national wom-
en's teams", he said.

the 19th women's asia Cup 
will be held in Jordan on april 
7-22 next year.

Qatar’s Zhu Chen strikes gold in classic 
chess at GCC Women’s Games

Jordan gets women’s stadium for 2018 Asia Cup

New sport 

ITTF set to be the first body 
with presence in all nations

ITTF currently leads other 
federations in terms of 
member associations. 
FIVB is the closest with 
221. FIFA has 211. 

Night time is 
right time for 
Vinales

AFP
Doha

MaVErICK Vinales con-
firmed his status as early 
favourite for the new world 
MotoGP championship by 
dominating night-time prac-
tice at Qatar on his Yamaha.

the spaniard was fast-
est in Qatar where the season 
starts on March 26 just as he 
had been in previous test ses-
sions in Barcelona, sepang 
and Phillip Island in australia.

On sunday, Vinales 
clocked 1:54.330, beating the 
previous lap record at Lo-
sail in the desert set by Jorge 
Lorenzo in 2016.

Behind him, andrea 
Dovizioso on a Ducati was 
0.071sec off the pace with 
Dani Pedrosa on a Honda at 
0.139sec.

"We made another step 
with the bike and I feel com-
fortable, even on the race 
pace we are quite happy," said 
Vinales who has moved to 
Yamaha from suzuki.

"I feel that we can still bet-
ter the electronics and gain a 
couple of tenths, so we have a 
margin to improve. For sure 
we're not on the bike's limit, 
so we can still push a little bit 
more.

"If we do the same in the 

first GP as we did in the test, 
we can fight for the victory."

World champion Marc 
Marquez on another Honda 

fell three times and was only 
10th fastest on sunday.

Nine-time champion Val-
entino rossi, Vinales's team-
mate at Yamaha, was 11th 
best.

"I crashed three times, the 
first at the very beginning be-
cause the bike had a wobble at 
turn 4 and I braked late," said 
Marquez.

"then later in the night I 
lost the front twice, and espe-
cially the last crash during my 
race simulation was my fault.

"anyway, better if this 
kind of thing happens now, 
during a test, and hopefully 
when we come here again for 
the race we'll be able to man-
age things better."

Maverick Viñales fastest at the 
MotoGP preseason test in Qatar

Maverick Viñales (SPA-Yamaha) rides to preseason test victory at the 
Losail International Circuit on Sunday.

1. Maverick Vinales (ESP/Yamaha) 1:54.330, 2. 
Andrea Dovizioso (ITA/Ducati) at 0.071, 3. Dani 
Pedrosa (ESP/Honda) 0.139, 4. Jorge Lorenzo (ESP/
Ducati) 0.189, 5. Alvaro Bautista (ESP/Ducati Aspar) 
0.384, 6. Scott Redding (GBR/Ducati Octo Pramac) 
0.420, 7. Jonas Folger (GER/Yamaha Tech3) 0.477, 
8. Cal Crutchlow (GBR/Honda LCR) 0.491, 9. Johann 
Zarco (FRA/Yamaha Tech3) 0.570, 10. Marc 
Marquez (ESP/Honda) 0.660, 11. Valentino Rossi 
(ITA/Yamaha) 0.855, 12. Andrea Iannone (ITA/
Suzuki) 0.954.

MotoGp results

[From left to right] Abdullah al Khater, Mutaz Barshim, Nasser Abdullah al Hajri and Khalid Saadoun al Kuwari during the press conference at 
the Aspire Zone in Doha on Monday. 

Qatar’s Zhu Chen in action during a match recently.

Jordanian female footballers take part in an exhibition game, in cel-
ebration of International Women’s Day, in Amman on Saturday. (aFP)
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