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After three days of thrilling 
action at the Seamaster 2017 
Ittf World tour Qatar Open 
in Doha at the impressive Ali 
Bin Hamad Al Attiyah Arena, 
the finalists for the men and 
women’s crowns were eventu-
ally spotted.

Ninth seed Chen Meng is 
set to face her Chinese com-
patriot and national team 
colleague Wang Manyu for 
the women’s singles crown 
and the $25,000 winner’s 
cash prize, besides the golden 
shield, on Sunday.

en route to the final, Meng 
ended the hopes of German 
Shan Xiaona, a 16th seed (11-
4, 12-10, 11-5, 11-3), before 
Manyu knocked out compa-
triot and Gu Yuting, who had 
to compete in the qualification 
tournament (11-6, 20-18, 11-6, 
7-11, 11-6).

the traditional style of 
Shan Xiaona, using short pim-
pled rubber on only one side of 
the racket, causes many play-
ers problems. One of reasons 
is that there are very few op-
portunities to play against the 
style. It is a dying art of which 
Shan Xiaona is an expert.

It may cause problems 
to some; not to Chen Meng, 
her textbook technique, com-

bined with her thorough edu-
cation combined to provide 
the answers.

Chen Meng secured the 
opening three games, then she 
won the first three points of 
the next; Shan Xiaona called 
“time Out”. It was a lost cause, 
Chen Meng surrendered just 
three more points; a place in 
the final was secured and se-
cured in an emphatic manner.

“I didn’t expect that I 
would be able to win four-nil 
against Shan Xiaona; her play-
ing style is the very traditional 
Chinese pen-holder which we 
seldom see any more in China. 

Hence we don’t have much 
chance to practise and prepare 
against such a style in our nor-
mal training. 

“earlier, she also defeated 
my teammate Zhu Yuling, so 
before this match, I did a lot of 
preparation especially against 
her style of play. I’m satisfied 
with my performance so far 
in Qatar, especially my match 
against Han Ying yesterday 
where I won four-two,” Meng 
said after the match.

Meanwhile, world No.1 
Ma Long quests of successful-
ly defending his Men's Singles 
title in Doha remains firmly 

on course as he dispatched 
Chinese taipe's Chih-Yuan 
Chuang 4-0 (11-8,11-8,11-
6,11-4).

It was another day in the 
office for the 28-year-old rio 
Olympic gold medallist whose 
dominance of the men's event 
has not been threatened for 
over two years now.

the Chinese is set to face 
the winner between his fel-
low Chinese fang Bo and 
fan Zhendong whose match 
went late into the night on 
Saturday.

In the Men’s Doubles, the 
Swedish duo of Kristian Karls-
son and Mattias Karlson are 
set to face Japan's Morizono 
Masataka and Oshima Yuya 
in the Men's event while the 
Chinese duo of Chen Meng 
and Wang Manyu has set a 
date with Jihee Jeon and Yang 
Haeun of South Korea in Sun-
day's final.

the 2017 Qatar Open is 
the 21st edition of the annual 
event. Winners in both the 
men and women categories of 
the singles will walk away with 
$25,000 each while finalists 
get $12,600. each semi-final-
ist will earn $6,600.

In the doubles events, 
$8,000 are up for grabs 
for winners in both catego-
ries while finalists will earn 
$4,000.

Meng, Manyu to clash 
for singles crown

The Emir’s Sword Festival comes to a thrilling close at QREC Racecourse in New Al Rayyan  

Chen Meng of China celebrates a point during her semi-final victory over Shan Xiaona of Germany at the 
Seamaster 2017 ITTF World Tour Qatar Open in Doha on Saturday.  (Photographs: Rafeek Palayoor)

Wang Manyu of China serves during her semi-final match. 
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